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M USIN GS
VANITY
by Elva Howard Deeds
VANITY!
AH! VANITY!
I am vain.
I admit it!
How could I have lived one hundred years 
Without Vanity?
Vanity!
It is good to be vain!
How else could I have endured the pain 
O f rejection or loss that touches us all?
Pride!
Sustains my weakened efforts 
to lift my face to the sun;
Pride encourages my flagging efforts toward movement. 
Vanity!
My hair is my "crowning glory";
In the twenties, long and abundant,
Brushed often, "combings" saved in my boudoir jar.
HAIR!
Styles changed;
Long, lovely hair bobbed off
And waved with a marcel iron— "gone with the wind."
Vanity
Remains within me,
Strong until time attempts to take it away;l 
Even then I shall hold it closely 
Reluctant to let it go.B
EDITOR’S NOTE: The author wrote “Vanity” through the viewpoint of her 100-year-old aunt Elva 
Spurlock Slides of Phoenix.
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Bertha S. Bolton and  Elva Spurlock Sholes, 1924.
